Civil Electronic Filing (E-filing) 
Now Available in the County Courts
E-filing of civil cases in the county court is now available on a 24-hour, 7-days a week basis.  See the E-filing link at http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/court-information-tech/e-filing.shtml to view a list of courts that are participating in E-filing.  The following civil subtypes currently can be E-filed at no additional expense as a Nebraska.gov subscriber:
Contract – Note 




Real Property – Foreclosure

Contract – Replevin 




Real Property – Land Contracts

Contract – Unspecified 



Real Property – Landlord/Tenant

Miscellaneous – Foreign Judgments 

Real Property – Unspecified

Miscellaneous – Transcribed Judgments 

Tort – Accidents

Miscellaneous – Unspecified 


Tort – Automobile Accidents

Paternity 





Tort – Malpractice

Real Property – Forcible Entry & Detainer 
Tort – Unspecified
A new system for the purpose of E-filing certain case types in the Nebraska County Courts has been developed in cooperation with the Nebraska Supreme Court Administrative Office of the Courts and Nebraska.gov.  Several county courts are now offering this service.
Gone are the days of needing a postage stamp or paying the expense of a runner to take filings to the courthouse.  There are no longer restrictions to file paperwork in an 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday timeframe.  The E-filing window is available 24 hours per day every day.   
Okay, how does it work?
Attorneys are eligible to use the E-filing system as a subscriber to Nebraska.gov (annual fee of $50.00) and a member of the Nebraska State Bar Association.  There are no additional fees to file a case electronically, other than the normal court-assessed fees for filing cases.  In agreement with Nebraska.gov, any applicable court fees will need to be transferred from the attorney’s bank account to the county court’s bank account using the Automated Clearing House (ACH) system.  After the ACH arrangement has been tested and sent to Nebraska.gov, an ID and password to log into the system will be provided.
To access the E-filing website, all attorneys will need internet access.  Once the user has signed onto the E-filing website, simple fill-in screens will be presented that will document the subtype and party information for the filing.  
Users will attach a portable document file (PDF) of the Complaint and Praecipe to be processed.  Once the screen presentation has been completed and submitted, the filing is sent to Nebraska.gov.  A county court staff person will then review the case and accept it into JUSTICE (the state’s case and financial management system).  An email notification is generated and sent to the email accounts provided, showing the case number and the date and timestamp of the new case. 

Is it easy to use?   

Yes, it takes only a matter of minutes to E-file a new case in the county court. 

Is training provided to use the E-filing service? 

An E-filing demonstration is available at www.nebraska.gov/courts/efile/demo/ 
Contact Nebraska.gov at 800-747-8177 if the demo cannot be accessed. 

Are new cases the only type of cases that can be E-filed? 

No, the system has the capability for filing documents in an existing case, provided the existing case number is known.

Can images stored in the county court be accessed? 

Access to images in JUSTICE is available to all attorneys who are a Nebraska.gov subscriber and a member of the Nebraska State Bar Association.  There is a $1.00 fee to display, print, or store a copy of any image contained in the JUSTICE case information.  

What is required to begin using the E-filing system in the county court? 
· Member in good standing of the Nebraska State Bar Association 
· Current subscriber to Nebraska.gov (1-800-747-8177) 
· Arrange an Automated Clearing House (ACH) exchange with Nebraska.gov

· Web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, etc.) with internet access  
· Some version of PDF software (Adobe Acrobat, Foxit Reader, etc.) 

How are the E-filing system costs being covered?  

The State Court Automation Fee is covering the cost of the E-filing system. 

Are other courts in Nebraska going to make E-filing available? 

Yes, additional courts are being added to the group of E-filing courts each month – see http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/court-information-tech/e-filing.shtml for a list of E-filing courts.  Some county and district courts that currently have civil E-filing in place are also accepting criminal E-filings at this time.  Those courts that are not currently accepting criminal filings will probably be doing so in the near future.
Are there rules governing E-filing? 

Yes, the E-filing Rules are available on the Nebraska Judicial Branch’s Web site at 

www.supremecourt.ne.gov/rules/pdf/Ch6Art4.pdf 
